
CERTIFICATION FORM


THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH


CONFLICT OF INTEREST AND CONFIDENTIALITY CERTIFI​CATION


FOR INDIVIDUALS EVALUATING PROPOSALS


For Review of Responses to RFI for <Insert Technology Here> Tools
I will avoid conflicts of interest by absenting myself from evaluations of proposals involving organizations:

a.
where to the best of my knowledge and belief, I or my spouse, minor child, or partner have a financial interest;

b.
where I am an officer, director, trustee, partner, consultant, or employee or otherwise similarly associated; or

c.
where there exists any arrangement concerning my prospective employment, financial interest, or other similar association.

I will also avoid any actions that might give the appearance that a conflict of interest exists or could reasonably be viewed as affecting my objectivity.

I have signed and dated this certification where indicated.  My signature is a confirmation that the Certification Statement detailed herein is accurate and true, and is consistent with provisions of the Conflict of Interest Statement attached.

I have no conflict of interest with regard to any of the contract proposal(s) submitted in response to this Request for Proposals.


CERTIFICATION REGARDING CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION
I fully understand the confidential nature of the RFI response evaluation and review group discussions related thereto and agree (1) to destroy or return all review-related materials; (2) not to discuss these materials or the review proceedings with any individual except the SRA (Scientific Review Administrator) or Official in Charge of the Review; and (3) refer all inquiries made of me concerning any aspect of the review proceedings to the SRA or the Official in Charge of the Review.

My signature below certifies my compliance with the above Conflict of Interest and Confidentiality of Information statements.

The following applies to officials who are non-government employees:

THIS CERTIFICATION CONCERNS A MATTER WITHIN THE JURIS​DICTION OF ANY AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE MAKING OF FALSE, FICTITIOUS OR FRAUDULENT CERTIFICA​TIONS MAY RENDER THE MAKER SUBJECT TO PROSECUTION UNDER TITLE 18, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 1001, AS WELL AS ADMINISTRATIVE, CIVIL, AND CRIMINAL PROSECU​TION UNDER TITLE 41, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 423, AS AMENDED BY SECTION 814 OF THE FY 90/91 NATIONAL DE​FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT, PL. 101-189, AND SECTION 815 OF THE 1991 NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT, PL. 101-510.
                   
                  _________  ___
                                

(Date)


 (Name and Signature of Official)

                   
                   ___
                                

(Telephone No.)
(Organization)

Attachment:
Conflict of Interest Statement, Information for Evalua​tors (one page)


CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT


INFORMATION FOR EVALUATORS
Please note that Federal statutes and regulations concerning conflict of interest carry criminal penalties for violation.  You are personally responsible for identifying any such conflict of interest situations arising in connection with a grant or cooperative agreement application, contract or subcontract proposal, or active project which you are asked to evaluate as a member of any review group.

In the case of competing contract proposals, if you have a conflict of interest situation with the respect to a single responding organization, you  may not partici​pate in the review of any of the responding organization proposals, and must disqualify and absent yourself from the entire review.

In the case of a noncompetitive contract proposal being evaluated at the same time as other proposals, if you have a conflict with the noncompetitive propos​al, you must absent yourself from portions of the meeting during which that particular proposal is to be evaluated.

After reading this document, PLEASE NOTIFY THE ​SCIENTIFIC REVIEW ADMINISTRATOR/OFFICIAL ​IN CHARGE OF REVIEW REGARDING ANY APPLICA​TIONS OR PROPOSALS WITH WHICH YOU HAVE A CONFLICT OF INTEREST, WHETHER REAL OR APPARENT, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
The following guidance is provided to assist you in determining whether, in fact, you are faced with a real or apparent conflict of interest.  The guidance is not all-inclusive due to the nature of the conflict of interest subject matter.

1.
No individual may evaluate an unsolicited application/proposal, or a response received to an NIH announcement/solicitation/subcontract proposal, or evaluate a funded ongoing contract, cooperative agree​ment, grant or active project, from an organization in which:

a.
the evaluator, their spouse, minor child, or partner*, has financial interest**; or

b.
the evaluator serves as an officer, director, member, owner, trustee, expert, advisor, consultant (with or without compensa​tion), or employee; or

c.
the evaluator is negotiating or has an agreement for prospective employ​ment.

2.
An individual who has participated in a project concept review, e.g., as a member of an established program advisory committee, or ad hoc advisory group for specific program areas, is permitted to serve as a scientific or technical merit evaluator.

3.
An individual should avoid any actions that might give the appearance that a conflict of interest exists or could reasonably be viewed as affecting the evaluator's objectivi​ty.  For example, an evaluator should not participate in the deliberations and actions on any applica​tion from a recent student, a recent teacher, a professional collabora​tor with whom the evaluator has worked closely, a close personal friend, or a scientist with whom the evaluator has had long-standing scientific or personal differences.

*
The term "partner" includes close professional associates; i.e., close co-workers or other colleagues with whom regular co-authorship of papers or consultation occurs.

**
The term "financial interest" means any interest of monetary value which may be directly and predictably affected by the official action of the evaluator.


